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Kaliningrad region: economy heading for the future
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The economic fulure of the Ballic Sea region consists in devel-
aping and promoting new inmovative products lo the markels
— this has been convincingly demonstrated during the World
Public Forum's Conference "European Civilizalion Space:
Baltic Dialogue™ that just finished in Finland's Tampere

In this connection it's inleresting to analyze (o which extent
the: present-day economy of Kaliningrad, as a part of the Baltic
ecomnmic space, correlates with the above mentioned trend.

Formed under the Law "On Special Economic Zone in the
Kaliningrad Region” the currenl cconomy of the region is
based mainly on the so-called import substitution scheme, and
it represents a quite vulnerable system as far as the compel-
itiveness is eoncerned. The fortheeming Russia’s accession (o
the WTO will significantly affect Kaliningrad Import-substi-
fution enterprises, many of which will lnse their main compet-
itive advantage in refation to similar companies from main-
land Russia, Import dulies on a wide range of imported raw
materials and components will be considerably reduced
which, in facl, will level the Kaliningrad advantage of a free
CUsloms zone.

Understanding this threatening for many companies trend
authorities suggested a new law on special economic zone in
arder fo attract quile big business able fo balance to some
extenl expected consequences of Russia’s aceession 1o the
WTO. The solution has proved Lo be viable, and now one can
speak of 39 companies that have launched their new large
investment projects in the region.

Such a result undoubledly makes one happy, but...

As known, peculiarity of Kaliningrad's ceonomy consisls
in it being enclave, which predelermines quite scarce land and
power resources. Mot less scarce are also human resources thal
are key factor for the development of nol only economy, but also
the society as a whole

In this connection authorities have two main strategies for
our future economie development. The first one is 1o develop its
pilicy the way thal would allow meeting the quickly progress-
ing needs of the economy in the above-mentioned resources.
The second strategy supports Tacilitated introduction of post
industrialism, namely active developmient of services and the
sovcalled knowledge-based economy.

Analysis of (he new strategy of social and economie devel-
opment of the Kaliningrad region, adopted by the Russia’s
Cowernment this vear in spring, shows that the combination of
both options has been chosen,

Absolute priorities of the strategy and, consequently, of the
povernmental economic policy are the construction of the sup-
porting energy supply and transport infrastructure orfented
towards development of both production and services. With the
same purpose a large-scale labor migration program has been
developed and launched, Besides, more efficient use of land
rescirees is stimulated by all possible means

Al the same fime praclical measures aimed at develop-
ment of services and tourism are undertaken. Federal dectsions
on creation of a tourism-and-recreation and gambling zones
are conerete steps in this direction.

As for the Kaliningrad's knowledge and innovation based



BAHHON KaK Ha PasBHTHE MPOH3BO/ICTRA,
TaKk # yeayr. C 7ol ke uensio paspa-
Gotana M peanuayerci KpyrnHoMac-
wrraGHas nporpaMma Tpyaosoii Murpa-
uHH. Beaueckn crumyaupyercst Gosee
IPPEKTHBHOE  HCMIOVIL3OBAHHE  3eMEb-
HBIX PecypeoB.

C apyroil cTopoHsl NpeAnpHHHMa-
10TCH MPAKTHHECKHE JIeHCTBHA MO pas-
BHTHIO chephl yeayr U Typuama. dene-
panbibie perenns o coaanui B obna-
CTH TYPHCTKO-PEKPEALLHOHHON H HIop-
HOIl 30H — KOHKPETHBIC 11ArH B 1dH-
HOM HATPABJICHHH,

Uro ke KacaeTes KaaHHHHIPaaCKoH
SKOHOMHKH 3HAHHH HIH HHHOBALLHK, TO C
STHM HAMpaBIeHHeM, NOXOXKe, He Bee
TaK OGnaronosyuno. Ilposenenubiii ne-
JABHO AHAJH3 CHTYALMH MOKa3a, uTo,
HECMOTPH Ha HaJaHvHEe B 0DNACTH 3HAUH-
TELHOMO YHECA BLICUIHX YueOHLIX 3aBe-
JeHiil, HHHOBALMOHHBIN NOTEeHLHan pe-
FHOHA $IBHO HE COOTBETCTBYET YPOBHIO
NOCTARACHHBIX B NOCIE/HEM NOCAAHHN
[Tpeanenra Poccun 3anau.

B sToil cuTyatinn Bonpoc cosaamis
cOBCTBEHHON  HHHOBALHOHHO-OPHEHTH-
POBAHHON CPeibl CTAHOBHTCS Hanboee
aktyanbueiM, [lpencrasasiercs, urto
U151 9TOFO HMEIOTCS CePLe3HbIe Npeano-
CHIIKH, KOTOPbIE PErHOH MOMKET H 100
HEH HCMOIL30BATE.

Bo-nepeuix, nakonew, s Poccun 3a
NOTHTHYECKUMH JIEKAPALHAMH 0 Heob-
XOAHMOCTH NOUIEPIKKH PAIBHTHA HHHO-
BALMOHHONO  MPOLEcca  NOCAe10BaH
KOHKpeTHble feficTeust, Munnerp ceasn
H kommynikaumii Jleonna Pefiman ne-
AasHo, Haxoasck B HosocuGupeke na
COBELILAHHH MO BOMPOCAM Peain3alii
yrBepacientoii [1pasurensctom Poc-
CHH rocyaapeTseHHol nporpammbl «Co-
ananne B PO Texnonapkos B cdepe Bhi-
COKHX TEXHOMOTHI», 3asiBHA, UTO K3 the-
nepanbtoro Giojukera PO ¢ yuetom pe-
FHOHAABHOTO  COPUHAHCHPOBAHWA Ha
peajsH3alnio MporpaMMbl  CO3AHHA
TeXHONapKoB OyaeT Bbiieaeno okoio 20
wapit py6. [pi s1om on orMertia, uto
FOCY/LapeTBO BAOAKMT noutH 8 8 pas
GoJbILIE MO CPABHEHHIO ¢ YACTHBLIMH HH-
Bectopamy. Cymma HHBeCTHIMIT H3 dhe-
AEpabHONO DIOAMKETa B TeHEHHe nocae-
AYIOLIMX YeTHIPeX JeT MpeycMoTpeHa
B paamepe Gosee 8 mapi. pyo.

3 cpenctsa GyayT HanmpapaeHbl
Ha MOATOTOBKY OTBEAEHHbIX M0 CTPOH-
Te/LCTBO TEXHOMAPKOB 3eMeIbHLIX Yua-
CTKOB — /LISl CO3aHHsT HHMKEHEPHBIX
KOMMYHHKAUHIT H CTPOHTENLCTBA 00be-
KTOB COLHANLHOIT HHPPACTPYKTYPhbL.

Jlomkoll rerrst st Hac, Kaaunun-
rpaaues, B 9T0H HOBOCTH CTAJ0 TO, 4TO
B COOTBETCTBHH C BbIlLICYKA3AHHON T0-
CYAAPCTBEHHOH MPOrpaMMoi  CTPOH-
TeALCTBO TEXHOMNAPKOB OCYLLECTRIAETCS
B CeMH MHIOTHBIX peruonax Poccin,
Kaanuunrpaackoii obaacti B uneae Ko-

TOphIX He 3uauuTest. OAHaKo 310 He 03-
HAYAET, 4TO ABEPL UTH HAC OKOHUATE h-
HO 3akpbiTa. MHe npejcrapasercs, uto
MPH COOTBETCTBYIONIEM 0OOCHOBAHHH 1
3hheKTHBHON JOBGHCTCKON AesTenbHO-
et B MockBse yauly BecoB MOMKHO Obl-
710 OBl CKAOHHTL B B HALLY NOVIL3Y.

Bo-BTOpLIX, Ha NOCTELHEM cCaMMHTE
Poceusi — EC 8 Camape Aurena Mep-
Keab ot umend Espocoioza snepsuie
npestoxnna Poccun noniomaciurab-
HOe yuacTHe B Tak HasbiBaemoil Cejlb-
MOH paMOMHOH TIporpaMme, Henocpes-
CTBEHHO KACAIOLLEHCS PA3BHTHA MHHO-
BALMOHHONH CPebl W HHHOBALMOHHOMD
npolecca. 3Ta MPorpaMMa B CamoM
EC cunraeres onoil us Haubosee 3na-
UHMBIX, W ee 00beM (PHHAHCHPOBAHNS
Ha Cerojibs cocTapaseT okoo 50 Mapa.
enpo. C apyroit ctoponbl, yake [lpesn-
nent Pocenn na tom ke dopyme 3asn-
BHJ1 O FOTOBHOCTH Haluefi cTpanbl 106a-
BuTh 2K) MAIH. BP0 B COBMECTHBIE CBPO-
COIOZHO-POCCHACKHE MPOrPpAMMBI NAPT-
HEPCTBA H COCEJACTBA, O/IHA H3 KOTOPLIX
OyeT pean30BLIBATLCA B TEUCHHE M0~
caeaylounx 7 aet ua teppuropin Ka-
aunHHrpaackoil ooaactu, [Monbum n
Jlutesl. Tonbko HA KAAHHHHIPAACKYIO
nporpammy EC yake nonrsepann suine-
qenre 132 min. espo.

Taxkum o6pazoM, (hakTHHECKH C0O3-
JLAl0Tes Bee HEeOOXOIHMBIE MPesnochi-
KH jutsl akTuBtoro passutis B Kanu-
HHHIPAACKON 06ACTH MHAOTHONO poc-
CHIICKO-CBPOCOIOZHOND TIPOEKTA N0 €03~
JIAHHIO €1HHON HHHOBALMONHOIN Cpeibl,
OJATONPHATHOH KAk JL1A COBMECTHLIX
HCCACNOBAHNH, TAK M JUIA BHEIPEHHA
PeayALTATOR STHX HCCACIOBAHHIT B NIpa-
KTHUYCCKHE OH3HEC-NPOEKTDI.

Pasymeetcsi, nojo0HLIT  IWHPOKO-
MaclUTabHLIH NpoeKT notTpebyer cepb-
e3HOil paboThl MO «MEPeTHrHBAHNIO» B
PErHOH  POCCHHCKHX  HAYVHBIX LIKOM,
MUMEIOUIHX  BBICOKHI  HHHOBALIMOHHBIH
noreduman, Kanuuuarpan, u s1o ve ce-
KPET, HMEET O/IHO CYLIeCTBEHHOE KOHKY-
PEHTHOE NPEHMYLLECTBO Nepes MHOMH-
MH JIpYrUMH  pernonamu  Poccuu, a
HMEHHO — OTHOCHTEJILHO KOM(pOPTHEIE
VCJIOBHS LI XKH3HHT KITUMAT, NPHPOAA,
HHppacTpyKkTypa, 6inzocts K EBpone n
EBPONEHCKOR  KYAbType, TONepaHTHoe
OTHOLLEHHE MECTHOIO HACRNEHHS K re-
peceneHLamM — Bee 3T0 AIAeT Hall pe-
FHOH OIHAM M3 Hanboiee MpHBIeKa-
TEALHBIX B CTPaHe,

Pasymeercesi, tpancopmauns pe-
FHOHAABHOH SKOHOMHKH H3 HbIHELIHero
COCTOSIHUSE  PECYPCOEMKOI  HHIYCTPHA-
JIH3AIMK B COCTOAHNE MOCTHHLYCTPH-
alLHOro  OOLIeCTRBA, OCHOBAHHOIO HA
SHAHMSIX M HHHOBAILMAX, — 3ajlaua He-
JIETKas W AITOCPOUHAs, OIHAKO, A0P0-
ry ocuanT wayimi. M nepssie wark no
ITOMY MYTH MOFYT M JIOIDKHBE OBITh C/1e-
JNAHBL yKe ceivac.

economy, it’s seems the situation is notl so favorable in this
field. Recent analysis showed that despite a significant num-
ber of higher education institutions present in Kaliningrad,
the region's potential for innovation clearly doesn't corre-
spond o the level of tasks put forward in the last Message of
Russia's President.

In this situation the question of creating the region’s own
innovation oriented environment is becoming most urgent. [t
seems that there are serious preconditions that the region can
and should use.

Firsl, after political declarations about the need for sup-
port of research and development concrete actions finally fol-
lowed. During the recent working meeting on implementation
of the adopted by the Russia’s Government state program
"Creation of Technoparks in the Field of High Technologies",
held in Novosibirsk, 1T and Communications Minister Leonid
Reyman announced nearly 20 bin roubles, regional funding
included, were pledged in the Federal budget for the imple-
mentation of the program. At the same time, he highlighted
the state would invest 8 fimes more compared to private
investors. Total investments from the federal budget for the
next four years will make more than 8 bln roubles.

This funding will be channeled into preparation of land
allotted for the construction of techno parks, into construction
of engineering communications and social infrastructure.

In this situation for us, Kaliningraders, a ily in the oint-
ment is the fact that, according to the above mentioned pro-
gram, lechno parks will be constructed in seven pilot regions
of Russia to which the Kaliningrad region doesn't belong.
This doesn't mean, however, that this door is closed for us for-
ever. | can imagine that with relevant arguments and effec-
tive lobbying in Moscow it would be possible to furn the
seales in our favor,

Second, during the last EU-Russia Summit in Samara on
behall of the European Union for the first time Angela Merkel
inviled Russia to join the so-called Seventh Framework
Program that directly concerns development of innovation
environment and R&D process, Within the EU this program
is considered one of the most important, and by now the fund-
ing for it has constituted nearly 50 bln Euro. On the other
hand, during the same meeting Russia’s President announced
aboul the readiness of our country fo add 200 mln Euro for the
joint EU-Russia partnership and neighborhood programs, one
of them will be implemented during the next 7 years on the
territory of the Kaliningrad region, Poland and Lithuania.
Only for the Kaliningrad program the EU has already
pledged 132 min Euro.

Thus, all the necessary preconditions for active develop-
ment of the EU-Russia pilot project on common innovation
environment favorable for both joint research and application
of its results in practical business projects are in fact current-
ly created.

Of course, such large-scale project will require serious
work on "drawing" Russian research schools with high inno-
valive potential into the region. That's nol a secrel,
Kaliningrad has one signiflicant competitive advantage com-
pared to other Russian regions, namely comfortable conditions
for life: climate, nature, infrastructure, proximity to Europe
and European culture, tolerance of the local population in rela-
tion to migrants — all this makes our region one of the most
attractive in the country.

No doubt, transformation of the regional economy irom its
current position of raw materials intensive industrialization
into post-industrial society based on knowledge and innova-
tions is a hard and long-term task, but only the one walking
will make the way. And first steps on this way can and should
be done already today.
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